Uncommon acquired Gerbode defect (left ventricular to right atrial communication) following a tricuspid annuloplasty without concomitant mitral surgery.
Left ventricular (LV) to right atrial (RA) communication, also known as Gerbode defect, is very rare, usually congenital but sometimes also acquired. Cases of Gerbode defect have been reported after left valve surgery, usually valve replacement. We describe the first case of LV-RA communication following a tricuspid annuloplasty not combined to a left valve surgery. The case we report concerns a 73-year-old woman who underwent a double-valve surgery (pulmonary valve replacement and tricuspid annuloplasty) for symptomatic severe right heart failure due to post-endocarditis pulmonary valve regurgitation. A LV-RA shunt was discovered 1 year after surgery. This case report confirms the responsibility of a tricuspid annuloplasty in an acquired LV-RA shunt.